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CLAIMS 

claims 27, 96, 97 and 105, and add new claims 109 to 128. 



Claims 1-26 (Cancelled) 

•MP-*—* An app^ for measuring progress - «- — 
"assay for an analyte, comprising: 
(a) an assay device comprising: 

(i) a reKtior. chamocr comprising an optically datable W, and 

and a. least ^^-» m^ ^» >^^ *&^a^g" 

^communication with said paction chamber, and ^^A.*-!** 
^^^dde^ciab^ws^^dfluid^said,^^^. 

response; and 

electronic signal and an amount of said electronic signal. 

^eviouslyprcsented) A kit for measuring progress and time of completion of an assay 
for an analyte, comprising: 



00 



atl^tonesetofinstrucnonsformeasurmgsaidprogressand^ 
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(b) an apparatus according to claim 27. 
Claims 29-92 (Cancelled) 

^(Previously present*) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein said label is selected from .he 
^oup of molecules consisting of dye, fluorescence emitting dye, ehermlununescence emtttmg 
dye, infrared emitting dye, colloidal sol, molecule that generates an electrical ^magnetic 

signal, and enzyme. 

X (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the assay device is an 
immunoassay device. 

(Previouslypresented) The apparatus ofclaim 27, wherein the optical component is a 

Lorometer, 

^(Presently amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the reaction chamber and gaM 
at least one diagnostic lane are each within a capillary space. 

( £Wsently amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the label is attached to a first 
^berofabmdingpairmatbm^ 

at least one [disewte] timing an* of said at least one diagnostic lane. 
^(Previouslypresented) The apparatus ofclaim 97, wherein one or both of said firstand 
^Second members of the binding pair is an antibody. 

^(Previouslypresented) The apparatus ofclaim 27, wherein said signal processor 
prunes the progress and time of completion of said assay in said device from the rate of 
change of the amount of signal. 

V4 (Prevrouslypresented) tte apparatus of claim 27, wherein said signal processor 

amount of signal. 
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tt( (Previously presented) The kit of claim 28, wherein said label is selected from the group 
of molecules consisting of dye, fluorescence emitting dye, chemiluminescence emitting dye, 
infrared emitting dye, colloidal sol, molecule that generates an electrical and/or magnetic signal, 

and enzyme. 

^(Previously presented) The kit of claim 28, wherein the assay device is an immunoassay- 
device. 

previously presented) The kit of claim 28, wherein the optical component is a 
rometer. 

'(Previously presented) The kit of claim 28, wherein the reaction chamber and diagnostic 
lane are each within a capillary space. 

iQpresently amended) The kit of claim 28, wherein the label is attached to a first member 
ofabinding pair that binds to a second member of the binding pair that is bound to said at least ' 
one [diserete] timing zone of said at least one diagnostic lane. 

(^(Previously presented) The kit of claim 105, wherein one or both of said first and second 
members of the binding pair is an antibody. 

407. (Previously presented) The kit of claim 28, wherein said signal processor determines the 
progress and time of completion of said assay in said device from the rate of change of the 
amount of signal. 

K>{i Previously presented) The kit of claim 28, wherein said signal processor determines the 
pWess and time of completion of said assay in said device from the absolute amount of signal. 



P(New) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein said at least one assay zone and said at least 
one timing zone are located in the same diagnostic lane. 
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/ utf3 (New) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein said at least one assay zone and said at least 
toe timing zone are located in a separate diagnostic lane. 

f\ J (New) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein a surface of said at least one timing zone is 
^configured to bind said detectable label. 

L^Ww) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein said at least one assay zone does not 
appreciably bind said detectable label. 

•^BrfNew ) An apparatus for measuring progress and time of completion of an assay for an 
analyte, comprising: 

(a) an assay device comprising: 

(i) a reaction chamber, and 

(ii) at least one diagnostic lane comprising at least one assay zone configured to bind said 
analyte and at least one timing zone separate from the assay zone, wherein sa id diagno sticlane is 
in fluid communication with said reaction chamber, and wherein, t@Juid_ai^aJetect§Ble 
l^a^di^to^^tiSff^^b^^said detectable label flows with said fluid to said at, 
least one diagnostic lane; 

(b) an optical component for detecting an optical signal generated from said label in said at 
least one timing zone and generating an electronic signal in response; and 

(c) a signal processor configured to receive said electronic signal and to determine said 
progress and time of completion of said assay for said analyte in said assay device from at least 
one parameter selected from the group consisting of a rate of change of the amount of said 
electronic signal and an amount of said electronic signal. 

H^jCNew) The apparatus of claim 113, wherein said apparatus further comprises said 
detectable label. ^ 
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<^S. (New) The apparatus of claim 114, wherein said label is selected from the group of 
molecules consisting of dye, fluorescence emitting dye, chemiluminescence emitting dye, 
infrared emitting dye, colloidal sol, molecule that generates an electrical and/or magnetic signal, 
and enzyme. 

r^(New) The apparatus of claim 1 13, wherein the assay device is an immunoassay device. 

(^2^) The apparatus of claim 1 13, wherein the optical component is a fluorometer. 

t^(New) The apparatus ofclaim 113, wherein the reaction chamber and said at least one 
diagnostic lane are each within a capillary space. 

/uQfew) The apparatus ofclaim 113, wherein the label is attached to a first member of a 
\i2 g pair that binds to a second member of the binding pair that is bound to said at least one 
timing zone of said at least one diagnostic lane. 

120. fllew) The apparatus of claim 1 19, wherein one or both of said first and second members 
ofthe binding pair is an antibody. 

^ (New) The apparatus of claim 113, wherein said signal processor determines the progress 
and time of completion of said assay in said device from the rate of change ofthe amount of 
signal. 

422/ (New) The apparatus of claim 113, wherein said signal processor determines the progress 
andtime of completion of said assay in said device from the absolute amount of signal. 




b^r^ew)^ The apparatus of claim 113, wherein said at least one assay zone and said at least 
onetiming zone are located in the same diagnostic lane. 

(^(^ew) The apparatus of claim 1 13, wherein said at least one assay zone and said at least 
one timing zone are located in a separate diagnostic lane. 
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_125. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 13, wherein a surface of said at least one timing zone is 
^configured to bind said detectable label 

/ 

1*26. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 13, wherein said at least one assay zone does not 



appreciably bind said detectable label. 

1 27, (New) A kit for measuring progress and time of completion of an assay for an analyte, 
comprising: 

(a) at least one set of instructions for measuring said progress and time of completion; and 

(b) an apparatus according to claim 113, 

128. (New) A kit for measuring progress and time of completion of an assay for an analyte, 
comprising: 

(a) at least one set of instructions for measuring said progress and time of completion; and 

(b) an ^parat^j according to claim 114, 
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